Things to Consider for Wedding Planning
(Some items are repeated under a few sections.)

· Rehearsal/Rehearsal Dinner
· What time will you have rehearsal? (Many people do this at the same time  they are having their ceremony the next day.)
· Who will walk you through the rehearsal and play music?
· Who will you invite? (Most people do the bridal party and their plus one, immediate family, and minister. Some people invite out-of-town guests too, but this increases the number and cost of dinner.
· Are you having your rehearsal dinner at the venue? If so, select food/catering. I always suggest adding a few extra plates of food to the rehearsal dinner count, so you have extra food for snacks the next day.
· Who is providing plates, silverware, napkins, cups, and drinks?
· Who is doing the light clean-up afterwards (usually the catering will do this, but ask to make sure they clean up after themselves)?
· Do you want the rehearsal dinner inside or outside?
· Food Information
· Rehearsal Dinner
· Who is providing food for the rehearsal dinner? 
· How many guests are you planning to feed? (I always suggest adding a few extra plates of food to the rehearsal dinner count, so you have extra food for snacks the next day.
· Who is providing plates, silverware, napkins, cups, and drinks?
· Who is doing the light clean-up afterwards (usually the catering will do this, but ask to make sure they clean up after themselves)?
· Breakfast/Lunch for Bridal Party (day of wedding)
· Who is bringing food/snacks, and drinks?
· The bridal suite has real plates/silverware/cups, but who is bringing some for the groom’s den
· Cocktail Hour
· What to eat and from what vendor
· Plates, napkins, and silverware?
· Reception Food
· Who is providing food for the rehearsal dinner? 
· How many guests are you planning to feed?
· Who is providing plates, silverware, napkins, cups, and drinks? (Are you doing throw-away products?)
· Ask your catering company if you keep all the food afterwards and if they provide any to-go containers.
· Who is making the newlyweds a boxed meal to have for a late-night snack?
· Late Night Snacks (optional- some couples do this if they are planning for a lot of friends/guests to stay later in the night)
· What to eat? (I have seen simple like a basket of your favorite snacks- chips, trail mix, candy… and I have been more elaborate- pizza delivery, ice cream bar… )
· Who will bring the food?
· If you do this, plan for extra plates and napkins.
· Day of Details
· How do you want your tables set up for the reception? (bridal party, guests, food, cards/gifts table, guest book?) 
· How many people will be getting their hair and makeup done? This will determine if you need one of each and what time they should start.
· Who will you assign to set up the décor on your tables and to get the reception ready? (Depending on the amount of décor, this usually takes 2 people about 2-3 hours each. If you are having live flowers, the florist can assist with this set-up if you ask ahead of time.)
· Who will you assign to set up the décor for the ceremony (Depending on the amount of décor, this usually takes 2 people about 1 hour each. If you are having live flowers, the florist can assist with this set-up if you ask ahead of time.)
· What will the table décor look like? Will it be the same at every table? Are you having circular tables or rectangular tables? Do you want cocktail tables? I would suggest taking a picture of what you want your tables to look like when they are set up, or set up one the night before on a reception table.
· Where do you want the VW Bus photobooth to be set up at? (Most people set it up by the stage, so it is part of the reception and people use it)
· Where will you set up the cocktail hour? (Many people do this on the back porch, where the alcohol is usually set up.)
· What will you have to eat?
· Will guests serve themselves or will the catering company be walking around with snacks?
· Will the bar be open at this time for all drinks?
· Do you want yard games or any other activities during this time?
· Is it ok to have the TVs on with any sports on?
· Where will you have food set up? (Many people do this under the covered patio.)
· What will you have to eat?
· Consider adding the DJ/band and photographer to the guest count to allow them to eat.
· I would set up a water station all day to allow the people setting up and the early guests to be hydrated. 
· Who is providing plates, silverware, and napkins for cocktail hour?
· Who is providing cups, napkins, and drinks from the bar?
· Who is providing the mixers and alcohol for the bar? What will you be purchasing?
· Are you having a separate water/tea station from the bar (this is suggested)? If so, you will need more cups (these cups are usually the tall cups, and the ones for alcoholic drinks are usually the smaller cups). Suggestion- water (add lemon, lime, or orange slices to make it look pretty), unsweet tea, sweet tea, lemonade…)
· Are you having coffee, hot chocolate, and/or hot tea? I have beverage containers for this, but you need different cups for those, and you will need to provide the stuff to make the drinks. Have more napkins and spoons, or stirrers by this location.
· Who is providing plates, silverware, and napkins for dinner? (I would suggest having the silverware wrapped in a napkin or placed at the table ahead of time.)
· Who is providing the cake plates, forks, and napkins?
· Who is cutting the cake? 
· Who is doing the light clean-up afterwards (usually the catering will do this, but ask to make sure they clean up after themselves)?
· Plates, Cups, Silverware, Napkins….
· Who is providing these for the rehearsal dinner?
· Who is providing these for the reception dinner?
· Will you have extra for the bridal suite and groom’s den for the bridal party to eat lunch on the day of the wedding?
· Music 
· What kind of music: (DJ, Band, or/and Owl & Moon Boom boxes…)
· Music at the Ceremony (Will the DJ be at the rehearsal? If not, who will play it at rehearsal?)
· Songs to play:
· When all guests arrive (estimated 15-20 minutes of music)
· Processional Music
· Song for family entering (one song is usually plenty)
· Song for bridal party (one song is usually plenty, some people do like a different song for the guys vs the girls- depending on if they are walking together (bridesmaid with a groomsmen) or separately, and the size of the bridal party
· Ring bearer (some like this to be a fun song, some like this to be the same song above, or the start of the bride’s song)
· Flower girls (some like this to be a fun song, some like this to be the same song above, or the start of the bride’s song)
· Bride’s song
· Ceremony Music
· If you are planning to have anything like a unity candle or ring warming, sometimes people will add a song here
· Recessional Music
· Song after you say “I Do” to walk out of the ceremony. (Many people make this song fun like “Signed, Sealed, Delivered”
· Music at the Reception
· Music for cocktail hour
· Grand Entrance Song(s)- Are you introducing all the bridal party individually, as a group, or skipping them and just introducing you two? How do you want to be introduced- Mr. & Mrs. __________?
· First Dance for Newlyweds (you don’t have to dance to the entire song, but practice doing a couple of spins, dips... This looks nice in photos. Most people do about 2-3 minutes of the song.
· Father of the Bride & Bride’s Dance (no need to dance to the entire song, most people do about 90 seconds)
· Mother of the Groom & Groom’s Dance (no need to dance to the entire song, most people do about 90 seconds)
· Song for cake cutting
· Music for dinner time
· 1st song to open the dance floor
· Any songs to avoid or make sure they play during the reception?
· Last song?
· Private dance?
· Ceremony Information 
· Are you writing your vows? If so, are you saying them during the ceremony or doing the first look or first touch?
· Who will be your minister?
· What order do you want the bridal party to come into the ceremony?
· Will the bridal party be walking together or by themselves?
· What family do you want to be seated before the processional, or which do you want to be part of the processional?
· Who will walk the mother of the bride down the aisle if Dad is walking with the bride? (I have some that will have dad walk mom down, and then walk around the outside of the ceremony location to meet the bride, if you have a brother or uncle, that is an option too)
· Minister: 
· Groom
· Groom’s Grandparents
· Bride’s Grandparents
· Groom’s Parents
· Bride’s Mom with _______________
· Groomsman 4
· Groomsman 3
· Groomsman 2
· Groomsman 1
· Best Man
· Bridesmaid 4
· Bridesmaid 3
· Bridesmaid 2
· Bridesmaid 1
· Maid of Honor
· Ring Bearer(s)
· Flower Girl(s)
· Bride & Dad
· How will the bride be given away?
· Photography
· Book your photographer
· Time for the photographer 
· One shooter or two shooters
· You are welcome to come to Owl & Moon for your engagement photos, no charge from us- just let us know ahead of time, so we can make sure there isn’t anything going on that day
· What photos do you want to take and/or are willing to take before the ceremony? Since you are planning for a first look, you could get most of your photos completed ahead of time. Then save a handful after the ceremony, with the sunset. This will allow you to join the cocktail hour and mingle with your guests.
· Bridal party getting ready (girls and guys separately and together)?
· First look with Bride and Groom
· Bride and her family (with and/or without Groom)
· Shance and his family (with and/or without Bride)
· Grandparents? (Many times, this one is saved until after the ceremony, so they don’t have to be there all day)
· Are there any specials you want from the photographer? (bride, mom, grandmother…; all wedding guests in one photo; bride with the groomsmen; groom with the bridesmaids…) 
· I suggest you create two lists for photos:
· a list of all the photos you want that day and assign a bridesmaid to check them off as they are taken. This list will include all the details (Bride, her parents, Groom; Groom, his parents, Bride….) Jodi is not usually with you when you are doing all the photos, so I suggest giving this list to someone you can count on
· a second list of the “other” photo list to give to your photographer (Bride, Mom, Grandma…)- these are the ones they don’t usually think about- give a bridesmaid or Jodi a copy of this list too, and I will check (with the photographer) to make sure they have been completed
· Ceremony & Reception Location 
· Plan A (Good weather): 	
· Ceremony: Altar in the Woods (example)
· Reception: Outside Courtyard (example)
· Plan B (Rainy weather): 	
· Ceremony: Altar in the Woods (wait for the rain to pass) or move to Covered Patio (example)
· Reception: Outside Courtyard with tents (example)
· Other Things
· Are you planning to hire a videographer?
· Tips for vendors 
· Who to tip and/or give a thank you note to? People who went above and beyond (usually this is hair/makeup, photographer, minister) 
· How much? This is completely up to you, I have seen anything from 20% of the cost to a set amount like $50- $200. 
· When? After the service has been completed
· How will they be tipped? You can do this, you can assign this task to your parents or a bridesmaid or your planner
· Spending the night (if applicable) 
· The bridal suite has one queen bed and one couch-like bed. If you bring air mattresses, bring linens for these (sheets, blankets, and pillows)
· Who is spending the night before and the night of the wedding?
· Are you doing anything to remember any lost loved ones at the ceremony and/or reception area? (I have signs you can use; many people bring a picture to place near this sign)
· Other environmental (weather) things to consider:
· Too cold (blankets, hand warmers, patio heaters…) 
· Too hot or sunny (fans, extra water, rent a tent, sunscreen, sunglasses…)
· Rainy (tent, umbrellas)
· Windy (décor may not stay as easily)
· Buggy (gnats- can be annoying, but don’t bite vs mosquitos- bug spray, Thermacell repellent devices, citronella candles…) 
· Things to share with guests
· Outdoor wedding venue (watch the weather and dress appropriately)
· Walking surfaces are either on the rocks or grass (high heels aren’t always the best option)
· Local accommodations and directions
